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1 - A Civilization in Granite 
 

 

 

Egypt, and particularly the Giza Plateau, may be the single most visited place in the world. It may also be 

the most documented place in the world. More books have been written and more documentaries have 
been filmed about Giza, and ancient Egypt, than any other place or ancient civilization. For good reason, 
there are no other manmade monuments more grandiose than the Pyramids and the Great Sphinx, and 
there is no temple more mysterious and ƳŀƧŜǎǘƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ [ǳȄƻǊΩǎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ !mun-Mut-Khonsu. So large 
are the Giza pyramids ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 9ƛŦŦŜƭ ¢ƻǿŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ му89 that a building was erected 
taller than the Great Pyramid. Even so, the mass of the Great Pyramid still ranks as one of the most 
massive structures in existence. Little wonder that the Great Pyramid is the Seventh Wonder of the 
World still standing. 

In the numerous books and documentaries about ancient Egypt what is seldom addressed in a 
meaningful way is the volume of granite still remaining on the plateau - even after thousands of years of 
scavenging. The Oxford History of Ancient Egypt ōŀǊŜƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘ ƻŦ 
aŜƴƪŀǳǊŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜΦέ1 Although true, granite rubble can be found nearly 
everywhere on the Giza Plateau, particularly on the south side of the middle pyramid, and to the east 
and south of the Valley Temple. 

Without knowing its significance, tourists capture on film DƛȊŀΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ǊǳōōƭŜΦ But iǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
majestic, nor is it anything special to sƘƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƳȅ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ In 
fact, it is close to being uninviting. To the average tourist the rubble scattered about the plateau might 
even be perceived as an eyesore compared to the majesty of the pyramids and Sphinx. However, among 
the rubble there are beautifully crafted pieces of ornate granite displaying the handiwork of its builders. 

Two characteristics distinguish the builders of this civilization, both of which require great skill, from 
all other civilizations of the past. One has been well documented. They built on a colossal scale. Why the 
ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƧŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
bet that they considered it necessary. The second characteristic is that they chose to finish their 
structures with granite. Although most of the granite casings, facings, and columns ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ 
structures have been destroyed or scavenged, stored to the Cairo Museum, or reduced to rubble, it is 
the granite workmanship that still exists which speaks of a grand unified ancient civilization. For the 
inquisitive mind that wants not only to know why but how it is the granite that creates of problem of 
explanation. 

Granite is the hardest rock there is. Cutting it into shapes and sizes to build a structure or carve a 
forty-foot statue is a feat, today, best left to modern technology and machines tooled in diamonds. Yet, 
whoever built the ancient civilization we see the remnants of in Egypt were clearly experts in granite 
quarrying, transporting, and finishing. There is no statistic as to how much granite was used in ancient 
Egypt, but at nearly every ancient site there is granite, and a lot of it. At some sites there are multi-ton 
granite artifacts, evidence of know-how to effectively and efficiently quarry, cut, shape, and assemble 
mass quantities of granite.  

 

The Giza Pyramids  
 
Despite an army of local salesmen hawking trinkets, souvenirs, or camel rides, while wandering across 
the Giza Plateau ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŜ-struck, fixated on the pyramids simply by their sheer size. 
Large blocks of limestone and granite that were once part of these giants, stone hills pepper the 
landscape as a testament to the sense of permanence the builders desired. Standing between the third 
and second pyramids, what the local people say comes to mind, άaŀƴ ŦŜŀǊǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ 
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ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘǎΦέ There is no sensation or vista in the world like it. From a distance, people walking along the 
base of the second pyramid look like an army of ants marching in rhythm to the feast of the day. The 
pyramids dwarf everything manmade I have ever seen, except perhaps the Presidents of Mount 
Rushmore. 

The scale of construction exceeds everything known to mankind except for the most recent of 
projects built with twentieth century construction technology. Each monumental pyramid on the 
ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀΩǎ IƻƻǾŜǊ 5ŀƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
of the Interior decided to build not one dam but three all within a quarter mile of each other, and then 
coat two of them with granite.  

Today, however, they have been stripped of their granite glory and stand as mountains of course 
limestone blocks. Seeing them as they were upon completion would be more spectacular than anyone 
could imagine. Two large mountain peaks of pink granite and a third peak of white limestone, all three 
dancing in the brilliant sun. 

The Great Pyramid, the crowning glory of the plateau and the focus of speculation for many an 
author, has been picked clean of its limestone casing. Only a few casing stones remain, most of which 
are in sorry shape.  

Why the builders of the Great Pyramid chose limestone as its siding is unknown. Limestone is softer 
than granite and easier to work with. So it is no surprise that the limestone casing of the Great Pyramid 
has been completely removed. However, the Pyramid builders did use granite in various parts of the 
Great Pyramid. In its interior both the Grand Gallery and the uppermost chamber (more commonly 
known as thŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƘŀƳōŜǊύ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΣ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ǎƭŀōǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜƛƎƘ 
seventy tons. Although not polished, the slabs that make up the uppermost chamber walls feel as if they 
were run through a planer machine. Only minute depressions remain where crystals once existed, but 
were torn out by whatever process surfaced the slab. They are flat to the touch. 

 

 
Figure 1.1 ±ŀǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ǊǳōōƭŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ DƛȊŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΦ  
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Amazingly, the second (middle) and third pyramids were cased in granite, some of which still remain 
to this day. Even more amazing, the second pyramid has retained its pinnacle of granite casing. Neither 
the third pyramid nor the Great Pyramid contains casing stones near their peaks. 

Why the second and third pyramids were cased in granite is a mystery. It may have been for the 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜΩǎ ǎǇŀǊƪƭƛƴƎ ǉǳŀǊǘȊΣ ȅŜǘ ŀ ǎƛȊŀōƭŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ 
the third pyramid, but were left rough and uneven. Its uneven and bumpy exterior makes for a curious 
sight. An area of smooth, finished casing stones rests next another area where each and every stone is 
ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ΨōǳƳǇȅΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ 9ǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ŎŀǎƛƴƎ 
stones to fit the inner limestone course work than have a smooth, finished appearance. Some theorists 
believe that the granite casing stones were first put in place then cut to a smooth, flat finish. Such a 
technique would ensure flat and even sides, but enough granite exists at the base of the pyramid to 
suggest that it has been fully cased, yet only a small section near the ground level appears to have been 
leveled.  

It might also be the case that granite was chosen for its functionality and not for its aesthetics. 
Granite is erosion resistant and would have been an apt choice for siding if the desired structure was 
intended to last for an indefinite period of time. On that point, it certainly appears that the pyramids 
builders succeeded. 

Uniquely, although no one knows why, the third pyramid has retained a greater percentage of its 
casing stones than the other two, and boasts a granite pavement of megalithic proportion. Each 
pavement stone is nearly four foot high. Standing there amidst these humongous blocks I felt like I was 
in the Land of the Giants. Around the base of the third pyramid are piles of granite rubble; boulders 
really since the size of the blocks is incredibly large.  

 

 
Figure 1.2 Not all casing stone of the third pyramid were cut smooth. 
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Figure 1.3 Author Christopher Dunn, amidst megalithic granite paving blocks  

ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ DƛȊŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΦ 
 
The descending passage of the third pyramid is also lined with granite. Discovered in 1908 by 

DŜƻǊƎŜ wŜƛǎƴŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘΣ άŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎΦέ 
According to Reisner, under his direction Egyptian workers removed several hundred pieces of granite 
ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ǘƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ2  

How the granite casing stones of the pyramids were removed is unknown. Perhaps a major 
earthquake occurred at some time in the remote past. The field of rubble east and south sides of the 
middle pyramid and the piles of blocks and rubble around the third pyramid suggests that an earthquake 
might have been the cause. Perhaps later, scavengers pilfered only the lighter stones, and stones that 
offered the easiest access. It might also be the case that demolition teams climbed to the top of these 
stone peaks and pried away the casing blocks one by one. 

Whatever happened, during more recent times, scavenger crews attempting to harvest the granite 
crop met the stubbornness of hardened volcanic stone. Whoever was attempting to break and tow away 
ready-made granite blocks found it a futile venture. A good portion of the granite blocks littering DƛȊŀΩǎ 
landscape display chisel furrows, deep cuts, where someone attempted to split the block in half. Today, 
such acts are no doubt a crime but for those who chose to scavenge the pyramids it certainly was easy 
access to granite already quarried. At that time, the pyramids were likely derelict structures anyway.  
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Figure 1.4 Numerous granite blocks with chisel grooves litter the base of the third pyramid.  

In vain, scavengers tried to split these blocks. 
 

 
Figure 1.5 Granite and limestone rubble field on the south side of the second pyramid. 
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Figure 1.6 A granite trough emerging from the sand, east side of the second pyramid  

 
Unlike the third pyramid there are no piles of rubble at the base of the second pyramid. However, 

on the east side of the middle pyramid, within a field of granite and limestone rubble there exists a clue 
ŀǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ǘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘΦ ²Ƙȅ ŀ ǘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
pyramid complex suggests that its builders built for functionality. Presumably, since a trough was part of 
the design, the complex might have had something to do with water, possibly irrigation.  

 

 
Figure 1.7 Remnants of a granite temple, east side of the middle pyramid 
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Figure 1.8 Curved granite object with a few hundred feet east of the middle pyramid  

 
 

 
Figure 1.9 Curved granite object displaying three surfaces  


